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Richie Ginther hitches a ride back to the pits on the back of  Graham Hill’s 
BRM. Daily Express International Trophy Meeting, Silverstone, 1963.

Eye Witness
Tim Beavis explains how he came to curate 

the evocative photographs of E.V. Starr.
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1. Richie Ginther gives feedback to Sochiro Honda.
2. Jo Bonnier, the then President of the GDPA, Silverstone, 1963. 
3. Jacky Ickx in conversation with renowned lensman Bernard Cahier, Silverstone, 1968. 
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The late great Tommy Cooper used to 
crack the following joke ‘I went up 
into the attic and found a Stradi-

varius and a Rembrandt. Unfortunately, 
Stradivarius was a terrible painter and 
Rembrandt made lousy violins.’ We all 
dream of finding a masterpiece or a rare 
treasure but for most of us it remains just 
that, a dream. But one day in July 2004 I 
was that one in a million person. I did find 
that gilt-edged needle in the haystack. I 
was attending the Charterhouse auction 
in Sherborne and had noticed up for sale 
in the catalogue a box of photographs 
taken by an amateur photographer, E.V. 
Starr. I decided that I would go check it 
out. When I got there and saw just what 
was in the box my heart began to race. 
It was full of transparencies, images of 
drivers, cars and scenes starting back in 
the 1960s but also including events in the 
1970s and ‘80s. I was trying hard to sup-
press a strong temptation to start jumping 
for joy so as to not attract attention and 
more importantly other potential bidders. 
In the end, the item came up halfway 
through the auction, attracted little in-
terest and without minimal fuss the box 
was mine. 

I couldn’t wait to get home and have a 
proper look at just what was inside. When 
I did start to go through the images I 
could hardly believe what I was seeing. 
The unmistakable London Rowing Club 
colours on Graham Hill’s helmet, Jim Clark 
chatting to Colin Chapman. There were 
hundreds of captivating images from the 
golden age of motorsport, a small selec-
tion of which is reproduced here.

The task of identifying people and plac-
es, cataloguing and scanning the imag-
es has taken many months of hard, but 
utterly enjoyable, work. As for the pho-
tographer, Mr Starr remains something of 
a mystery. He was clearly a motor racing 
fan lived nearby in Yeovil at some point, 
he seemingly took all these photographs 
without any official press accreditation or 
affiliation. Apart from that I know little 
else about him. What the images do so 
strikingly illustrate is the sheer approach-
ability of drivers and teams back then. 
Members of the public could mingle at 
ease with the biggest names in the sport. 
Mr Starr certainly did make the most of 
this accessibility and boy are we grateful 
he did. 

These and other unpublished gems from 
the archive are soon to be seen in a book 
‘Admission 7/6 - E.V. Starr  snaps the ‘60s 
speed merchants’ by Tim Beavis and Guy 
Loveridge and published by Douglas Lov-
eridge Publications. 

EYE WITNESS
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Jim Clark and Graham Hill deep in conversation, raceday 1967 
British Grand Prix. In the background Tony Brooks chats with 
Denis Jenkinson watched Hill’s wife Bette (white headscarf) 
while a somewhat distracted Damon Hill leans across the barrier.
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Ferrari works team in Silverstone Paddock, 1960s.

EYE WITNESS


