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The Slides Project
A collection of vintage slides found at estate sales and 

auctions, meticulously curated by Wayne Ford

"I started The Slides Project in 2016 after stumbling upon vintage slide collecting 
almost by accident. I’m a huge fan of photography (and am a photographer 
myself ) and I was thinking of an economical way to add some unique framed 

photos to the walls in my home. Since slides are basically a ‘negative’ I could scan / 
enlarge them at home and print them up to be framed. Looking on eBay I was shocked 
to find so many boxes of old slides for sale, most probably recently acquired from estate 
sales. I bought a few different lots, focusing on 1950s & 60s world travel in the hope 
of finding a few interesting shots to print. 

When they arrived and I started to look through them, I was fascinated by the quality 
and subject matter of what I was seeing. The color and tone quality of Kodachrome 
slides are especially brilliant. Each one was like a little time capsule of a far off land! 
The people, the cars, the street life were all very different depending on the location 
and period in which they were taken. Our world society wasn’t as homogenised as it is 
now. I could instantly be transported to Times Square in 1958 or the canals in Venice 
in 1963 or a street corner in Quito in 1959.

When I was kid I collected baseball cards, comics, coins,  and even pez dispensers. The 
feeling of hunting through the vintage slides and discovering one that felt like it could 
have been taken by Slim Aarons or Vivian Meyer was akin to that nostalgic feeling of 
opening a pack of Topps and finding a Ken Griffey Jr. rookie card.

Opposite, St. Moritz 1960. Above, Beirut 1958. Ig:   @theslidesproject
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Unknown location 1960.



 85  84 

Unknown location 1960.

"The past is a foreign country, 
they do things differently there."

L.P. Hartley 
The Go-Between
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"I became a little addicted and spent way too much time (and money) 
scrolling through listings on eBay and going to nearby Estate Sales to 
find more vintage slides. I focused more on world travel and less on 
Americana which is the majority of what's available. I do like shots of 
people, especially if it feels like environmental portraiture but I tend to 
buy more street scenes or interesting location shots.

I’ve accidentally purchased a lot of crap as well. It’s hard to tell exactly 
what you are buying sometimes on eBay. I would get a lot of blurry 
photos, boring family photos, or faded photos but that just added to the 
excitement of finding ‘a good one.’ Among all the crap you will also find 
some fairly decent travel photographers or maybe they just got lucky on 
a shot or two.

Opposite, Finland 1960. Above, Nassau 1964. 
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Spain 1960.
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Above, Italy 1960. Opposite, London 1963. "My collection grew fairly quickly that first year, probably too quick-
ly, now I’m much more selective in my purchases. The vintage slides 
market on eBay now is also totally different, the lots are usually picked 
through and the 'good ones' sold as singles or in small batches. The 
prices have also gone up 4x to 5x times. I actually don’t know who’s 
paying these prices! It now takes longer but you can still find some good 
deals or get unsearched batches. I have a hard time paying the higher 
costs so I hunt for the diamonds in the rough that are reasonably priced. 
I will occasionally buy singles if I think they are a really great image. 
The best way to acquire vintage slides or photos is probably estate sales, 
although it can be really hit or miss if they even have any. A lot of them 
are probably, understandably, kept in the family. At the first estate sale I 
ever went to I really hit the jackpot - ten carousels filled with travel slides 
from a man who traveled all over the world during the 50s and 60s. 
Each slide was numbered and also included was a binder of information 
corresponding to each number. I think I paid $40.
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Unknown location 1960.
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Opposite, Nuremberg 1964. Above, unknown location 1960. 

"I began thinking of myself as an amateur archivist. I’m potentially sav-
ing these photographs, from our collective past, that at some point will 
get harder and harder to find. I think we are at a moment in time now 
when people from that era are passing away and these family collections 
of slides are being unearthed, maybe they haven’t even been looked at in 
50 years. Slide film was really only popular from the 1940’s through to 
the early 1980’s so it’s a limited resource of imagery that can easily get 
lost or destroyed. 

I love discovering and bringing these vintage photos to the light, scan-
ning them and sharing them on @theslidesproject.
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Above and opposite, South America 1966.
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Unknown location 1950s.
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Above, Dominican Republic 1950s. Opposite, unknown location 1960. 

"I had big dreams for The Slides Project and still do, but life tends to get 
in the way of what at the end of the day is still a hobby. The Instagram 
account was only the first step. Although I was one of the first vin-
tage photography accounts on Instagram, some others have now (with 
slightly different aesthetics) become really popular. I do love seeing all 
the new accounts though, it’s a growing vintage film photography com-
munity! Each account has a little different focus, some are sharing their 
grandparents'qq collection, several are more focused on Americana, and 
one is just into really weird photos. 
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Above, Times Square, New York 1957. Opposite, Pigalle, Paris 1950s. "I've also learned a lot about places all over the world while trying to 
research the content or location of an image. Places I hope to go some 
day and photograph myself. I wonder if 60 years from now my travel 
photographs will somehow be unearthed from the digital cloud and be 
put on some platform for all to see. It seems unlikely, but then there 
was also no way for these people back in the day to imagine something 
like Instagram. 
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Los Angeles 1950s.


