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6 HOURS 
OF SHANGHAI
SHANGHAI INTERNATIONAL CIRCUIT, NOVEMBER 2016
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The FIA World Endurance Championship represents the pinnacle of sports car 
racing and is currently contested over nine races held in Europe, Latin and 
North America, Asia and the Middle East. The thing that sets it apart from 

most other top flight racing series is the huge WBSJFUZ� PG� cars taking part. 
'rom the top-flight LMP1 cars through to the more recognisable GT cars 
the differences are there for all to see. The drivers vary too from ex�
Formula One drivers to ‘gentleman racers’ and this complex DPDLUBJM of 
technology and EJTQBSBUF� skill levels makes itself apparent to even the casual 
observer. The different cars sound different, look different, adopt different 
lines through corners and perhaps most obviously have hugely different 
levels of performance. An LMP1 car will blast past a GT car down the 
straight like it’s not there. This performance disparity dictates 
considerable levels of skill and concentration from all concerned and 
occasionally things get messy as when Porsche works driver Brendon Hartley 
EJTDPWFSFE when he collided with the Gulf Racing Porsche driven by Mike 
Wainwright while leading the 6 Hours of Silverstone race by 40 seconds 
earlier in the year.

For obvious reasons the main focus in Shanghai was on the works teams �
reigning champions Porsche�BMPOH�XJUI�perennial contenders Audi and Toyota. A 
couple of weeks prior to the race Audi announced they were pulling out of 
the series and much of the talk in the paddock naturally centred on the 
implications of this�OFXT. But at the end of the day the teams were there 
to race whatever the future might hold. 
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Situated thirty kilometres from UIF� city which gives it its name the Shanghai International 
Circuit became operational in 2004. Designed by Hermann Tilke and Peter Wahl the track is 5.4 
kilometres long and shaped like the Chinese character ‘shang’, which stands for ‘high’ or ‘above’. 
The circuit references a number of highly styliTed, symbolic Chinese design themes such as the 
team buildings arranged like pavilions in a lake to resemble the ancient Yuyan-Garden in 
Shanghai as well as the instantly recogniTable 26 lotus-shaped umbrella roofs (opposite) which 
shield the grandstands surrounding the hairpin. The track is situated on an area of land that was 
formerly swampland. .PSF� UIBO 3,000 engineers worked over an eighteen month period to 
complete the project from start to finish with 40,000 piles and massive amounts of 
polystyrene used to stabiliTe the soft, marshy ground.
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Ten days before the Shanghai event Audi made the rather unexpected announcement that it was pulling out of 
the World Endurance Championship at the end of the season, so ending its 18 year involvement in sports car 
racing. The shock waves were still reverberating around the paddock as the teams congregated in Shanghai. The 
most successful outfit of recent years, Audi’s LMP1 programme yielded 13 Le Mans victories and the WEC drivers’ 
and manufacturers’ titles in 2012-13. The decision is the result of what has been described as a realignment of 
Audi’s motorsport programme. The German manufacturer will now focus on its participation in the Formula E 
Championship with the Abt-Schaeffler squad, having announced a greater works involvement in the series one 
month earlier. The announcement was made against the backdrop of declining sales of turbodiesels, the very 
technology Audi showcases in the WEC as well as political pressure in some markets to outlaw diesel 
engines. Audi’s Volkswagen stablemate Porsche will continue to contest the championship, the 
participation of UIF� two brands in the WEC always having been contingent on them using different 
technologies. 

Audi also confirmed that Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich (opposite) will hand over his duties as Head of Audi 
Motorsport to Dieter Gass at the end of this year, prior to his planned retirement in 2017. Ullrich joined 
the German manufacturer in 1993 overseeing its programNF in touring cars during the 1990s before 
the move into prototypes in 1999, along with its return to DTM five years later and the launch of its GT3 
customer racing program in 2009. His imminent retirement marks the end of an era, having been one of the 
longest-running and most successful motorsport executives in the industry.
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A few weeks prior to the Shanghai round, former Red Bull and Williams Formula One driver and 
reigning World Endurance champion Mark Webber (opposite) announced his retirement from 
professional motorsport at the end of his current Porsche LMP1 campaign. This very popular 
Australian got his Formula One break in 2002 with Minardi, scoring points on debut on home soil, 
and raced with Jaguar and Williams before joining Red Bull in 2007. It was with Red Bull that he 
enjoyed his most-successful stint in Grand Prix racing, taking nine victories and finishing third in 
the world championship on three occasions before leaving at the end of the 2013 season. Since 
joining Porsche’s then-new LMP1 programme in 2014, Webber has won eight WEC races (includ-
ing this round) with Timo Bernhard and Brendon Hartley, and the trio won the 2015 drivers’ title, 
as well as finishing second in that year’s Le Mans 24 Hours. At the time of his move to Porsche 
Webber said “I have arrived where I belong, Porsche is the brand I always loved most and the 
one that suits me the best. It was a big change from Formula One to LMP1 and an entirely new 
experience. But it came at the right time for me. I found I liked sharing a car and the chemistry 
between Timo, Brendon and me is special and something I’ll always remember. It will be strange 
getting into the race car for the very last time in Bahrain but for now I will thoroughly enjoy every 
moment of the remaining races.”

Shanghai has proved to be a happy hunting ground for Webber and the 919 Hybrid (above), 
adding victory in this year’s race to the one they scored twelve months earlier. The 919 was the 
first sports-prototype built by Porsche since the RS Spyder and the first sports-prototype built to 
compete in the top category of sportscar racing since the Porsche 911 GT1-98 and Porsche LMP1-
98. The car made its competitive debut at the 2014 6 Hours of Silverstone, the opening round of
the 2014 season. 919 is a reference to the iconic 917 race car of the 1970s, and the 918 street car
that debuted in 2013.

6 Hours of Shanghai



PAGE 135

The World Endurance Championship’s top category, LMP1, comprises the manufacturer works 
teams and the so-called privateers of which Swiss outfit Rebellion Racing have been for several 
years the team to beat. In the race prior to Shanghai, run at Fuji Speedway in Japan, the team 
became top LMP1 Privateer for the fifth consecutive year. The Fuji win also handed Alexandre 
Imperatori, Dominik Kraihamer and Mathéo Tuscher the 2016 LMP1 Privateer Drivers’ Trophy. 
This trophy was created in 2014 and Rebellion drivers have now won all three. Imperatori (above) 
leads Richie Stanaway’s Aston Martin Vantage through Turn 9. One of the most striking features 
of modern endurance racing is the huge difference in appearance and performance between 
the various classes with the Rebellion qualifying some fourteen seconds quicker than the Aston 
Martin. Two weeks before Shanghai the team announced that from 2017 onwards they would 
be contesting the LMP2 category which the team sees as a more competitive challenge than the 
increasingly sparsely-populated Privateer LMP1.
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Porsche Carrera Cup racing began in 1985 with the first running of the Car-
rera Cup Germany series. This was won by Joachim Winkelhock and since then 
more and more regional competitions have been added to the calendar with 
nine such championships currently being contested around the world. The 
first Carrera Cup Asia ( opposite, above a nd overleaf) was contested in 2003 
and was won by well known Hong Kong racer Charles Kwan. In the years 
since Kwan’s title win the series has become ever more competitive and re-
cent champions include Earl Bamber and Alexandre Imperatori. Bamber 
won the Asian series in 2013 and 2014 before going on to win the 2015 24 
Hours of Le Mans in the works Porsche 919 Hybrid. Here in Shanghai he 
competed in and won (as guest driver) the first of the two rounds held 
to support the main WEC TJY hour race. He declined to take part in 
the second race of the weekend so BT� to allow a straight fight 
between� the championship contenders. When the dust had settled Nico 
Menzel (the red and white car �99 above) emerged on top.
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Bruno Senna (opposite) began his WEC 
career in 2013 having competed in Formula 
One between 2010 and 2012 latterly with 
Williams. He is of course the nephew of 
triple FormuMB One World Champion Ayrton 
Senna and while he may not have scaled 
the same heights as his uncle he remains a 
highly accomplished racer, finishing on the 
LMP2 podium in the Ligier Nissan (above).
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The #1 Porsche of Timo Bernhard, Mark Webber and Brendon Hartley 
(opposite) completely dominated proceedings in Shanghai before a crowd 
PG� 55,000 spectators. They completed a clean sweep of pole position, 
fastest lap and overall victory and in winning their fourth race of the 
season secured a second consecutive FIA World Endurance ManufacturerhT 
title for the German marque. They led for the vast majority of the race, the 
only serious concern coming when Hartley had to pit for a new nose 
section after hitting a large ball of rubber in the second hour.
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